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In the midst of the delight with which your hearts will
expand at the contemplation of this cheering view, does
the love of the arts and sciences, of civilization, which are
spreading this enchanting  scene before  you,  prompt   the
inquiry, whether among these monuments  of civilized in-
dustry, perseverance, ingenuity, there is one lighthouse of
the skies, one tower erected on  the bosom of the earth,
to enable the keen-eyed observer of   the heavenly vault
and the profound calculator of the infinite series, to  watch
from night to night through the circling year the move-
ments of the starry heavens and their unnumbered worlds,
and report to you and the civilized race of men  the dis-
coveries yet to be revealed to the tireless and penetrating
eye of human curiosity?     Look around you,  fellow-citi-
zens.    Look from   the  St. John   to  the   Sabine.     Look
from the Neversink to the mouth of the   Columbia, and
you  will find, not one I not one I or, if one, not of  our
erection, but from funds liberally poured  out   from   the
coffers of that motherland from  whom our  fathers have
decreed an eternal separation.

Fellow-citizens! The Astronomical Society of Cincin-
nati have determined to wipe the reproach from the fail-
fame of our beloved country. Here, upon this spot, they
have determined shall arise an edifice devoted to the culti-
vation and advancement of the science of astronomy,
devoted to a skilful and persevering search into the Jaws
of the physical creation. For the execution of this pur-
pose they have done me the honor to invite me from a
distance of a thousand miles to come and share with theoi
the office of laying the corner-stone of that edifice. And
for the performance of that service we are now assembled.
Let us proceed then so to do; and here in the presence of
the vast multitude of the free citizens of the United States
of America, of the State of Ohio and the city of Cincin-
nati, I do lay this corner-stone. . . .he extraordinary change that
